Troy Garden Club Branch
Woman’s National Farm & Garden Association

3753 John R, Troy, Michigan 48083
Second Wednesday of the month at 12:00 noon
November 2022

President’s Message
Linda Forrester
“I am grateful for what I am and have. My Thanksgiving is perpetual.”

Henry David Thoreau

The busy holiday season is fast approaching and the next few months at our club will be busy as well. Our annual
Pantry Drive for Troy People Concerned takes place at our next general meeting on November 9th. With prices going
up on almost everything, please be as generous as you can for our neighbors who are struggling to make ends meet.
Decorated holiday trees should be brought to our meeting as well for all of us to oooh and aaaah over before they are
delivered to the Festival of Trees. Hanging of the Greens is also on the agenda. If you would like to help decorate
the Troy Historic Village for the holidays, see Cindi O’Neil, Jackie Wilson or Yolanda Tenorio-Thomas to sign up.
Get ready! Mary Schwark will reprise her role as Queen Bookseller at our December meeting. Look through your
bookshelves for interesting books to donate (no cookbooks or magazines). Puzzles and board/card games (even for
children) are also wanted IF all the pieces are included! Winter will fly by with fun games and good books to read.
A few other items: For those of you who were at the last meeting, one of our members found some money that was
on the floor outside of the door leading from the gym to the restroom. If you were looking frantically about for your
money – please call or e-mail me. If you can identify the denomination, then it’s yours. Also, I have been in touch
with a cousin of Mary Jo Howe. A memorial mass and luncheon was held for relatives only. There are still no plans
for a memorial, but she did send me a nice card with Mary Jo’s photo and her Jelly Roll recipe. If you would like a
copy, please see me at the next meeting or e-mail me.
A WARM AND HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL!

Troy Garden Club - founded in 1971
Website: www.TroyGardenClubMI.com
Mailing address: 2844 Livernois #833, Troy, MI 48099-0833
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2023 Donations Meeting
Jeanne Bolcer

Our annual donations meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 2, at 11 am in the THV Church. All members
are welcome to attend as we decide how we will allocate our donation funds in the upcoming years. These funds are
comprised of 80% of the money earned in our 2022 garden walk plus any unallocated money remaining from the
previous year.
Members are welcome to propose new organizations to receive donation dollars during the meeting. Only non-profit
organizations, related to gardening and horticulture, will be considered. Please have a short write-up on the proposed
organization including the amount of funds requested and how the money will be used so that the donations committee
(which consists of members at the meeting) can evaluate the project. Keep in mind that most projects we fund are in
the $200-$250 range. Contact jeannebolcer@yahoo.com with questions or to submit a proposal in advance of the
meeting.

Hospitality
Jackie Wilson

FRIENDLY REMINDER….. please be sure to view the sign-up sheets at the registration table at the 11-9-2022
meeting as ALL members need to sign up to bring a dish for the December meeting. The December meeting is our
Holiday event with the Troy High School Choir performing for us. We also request your food item be prepared and
NOT assembled in the kitchen.
January is a club sponsored lunch but we’ll need members to bring desserts. Remember to sign up to bring a centerpiece
for our food table. A centerpiece counts towards one of your two food requirements.
Moving forward, please continue to bring your own plate, silverware and cup for the lunches to ensure the safety of all.
Keep Smiling!

November Birthdays
Bev Hydo
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11-01
11-01
11-20
11-23
11-29

Virginia Yuhas
Cerol Batiste-Alleyne
Pat Dodge
Rozanne Oehring
Pat Guibord

Sunshine and Rainy Days
Cindi O’Neil

Well, the last few weeks of October were quite the reminder of the much cooler weather that is lurking right around
the corner. Snow flurries in October which were thankfully followed by a few days of 70 degree temperatures provided
an opportunity to finish that garden cleanup without freezing. I can’t believe it’s already November, and although I
will miss gazing out the window and enjoying the serenity of my garden, I look forward to enjoying time with family
and friends as the holiday season approaches. Family, friends, good food and a great garden, these are some of the
things that make my life full of sunshine. I don’t know about you, but I am already planning my holiday decorations,
gatherings with family and friends and my garden for next year.
Lenore Treba continues to recover and could use a bit of cheer. If you could give her a call or drop a card in the mail,
I’m sure that it would brighten her day.
If you, or any one you know, is experiencing a “rainy” day and is in need of a little sunshine from their garden club
friends, please let me know. I can be reached at tcjoneil@comcast.net.
If you have a stack of Sympathy, Get Well or Thinking of You cards you are not using, I would appreciate you donating
them for Sunshine and Rainy Day use. You can bring them to me at our November 9 general meeting.

Troy Historic Village Gardens,
Karol Carter and Ann Britton
Let our hearts be full of both Thanks and
Giving.
Thank you, all members who gave your
time and gardening skills in 2022 to beautify
and maintain the Troy Historic Village
Gardens.
We hope you will join us again in 2023.
November means we are having our last
gardening work day on November 2 at 9:30
a.m. Among other chores, there will be
gardens that need plants cut back, beds that
need to be weeded, bulbs dug up, bulbs
planted and annuals removed.
On the right is a photo of one area of Debe
Hancock’s Parsonage garden.
Photo by Ann Britton
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Ways and Means
Judi Milidrag and Yolanda Tenorio-Thomas
We are delighted to report that our raffle table at our October meeting was beautiful and over-flowing with lovely items
donated by those who read Mary’s article and rose to the occasion by looking around their homes and parting with
beautiful items that someone else would be able to enjoy and appreciate! We had 24 prize groupings that went to 24
lucky ticket holders and resulted in $275 in revenue to our club from the sale of tickets! Congrats to all the winners;
and a warm “thank-you” to all who donated items, helped with the display and organization of our tables and sold tickets
and tracked money! Couldn’t have pulled it off without you!
And now for fans of British Royalty: For November’s General Meeting come prepared to bid on several vintage Life
Magazine covers and an interesting article -- all on the late Queen Elizabeth II. This will be a fundraiser for the club, so
bring your cash and checkbooks if you would like to take one or more of these pieces of history home!

Pantry Collection Time Coming in November
JoAnn Preston
The temperatures are cooler and as we put our gardens to bed we also approach the holidays. November we celebrate
Thanksgiving and again we ask for your generosity for people who are having a hard time providing the basics for their
families. The pantry at St. Anastasia serves those residents throughout the entire city of Troy who have been cleared by
Troy People Concerned.
Staples on their wish list are peanut butter, jelly, pasta and canned chicken and tuna. Paper products needed are paper
towels, the ever popular and essential toilet paper, and personal hygiene items such as toothpaste, deodorant, and
shampoo. Cleaning supplies like laundry soap and dish soap are also in demand. You don’t realize how much you need
these products until you can’t afford them.
Thank you for adding Troy People Concerned to your shopping list and please bring your items to the November Troy
Garden Club meeting.

Bucks for Beautiful Books is Back!
Mary Schwark
Version 2.0 of Bucks for Books will again be part of the TGC’s traditional mid-December holiday meeting. B for B
was a highly successful fundraiser for Troy People Concerned in 2021. Your donations and purchases of beautiful books
this year will make it possible to once again assist TPC at a time of great need by Troy families in crisis. Please see the
DECEMBER newsletter for all details about our 2022 charitable efforts on behalf of Troy People Concerned. If you
wish to participate in the fundraiser but will be unable to attend on December 14, please contact Mary Schwark to make
alternative arrangements to donate books and/or funds: schwark@aol.com
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CHRISTMAS IN NOVEMBER?
Mary Schwark
A month ago, local stores weren’t offering much by way of Christmas tree decorations, but that story now has a new
chapter. Exit Halloween and enter Christmas!
As you probably know, the Festival of Trees (FOT) is an annual major fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital of
Michigan Foundation. The 2022 FOT is Michigan’s 38th annual event!
Ten TGC members went home with scrawny and flat bare trees after our regular second-Wednesday-of-the-month
meeting in September. They - members and trees - will return on November 9.
Thank you to Jennifer Goldstein, Joan Burcar, Judi Milidrag, Judy Francis, Karol Carter, Kathy Brunner, Marcia Mayer,
Mary Schwark, Pat Dodge and Rozanne Oehring. You’ll soon see their ten glowing trees, which will make the quick
trip to Dearborn a week later.
From November 20 - 27, the trees will be displayed and sold at the Ford Community & Performing Arts Center, 15801
Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. The Ford Center is on the south side of Michigan Avenue, approximately one half mile
east of the Southfield Freeway. The building is adjacent to and just beyond Dearborn’s police headquarters.
Please email Mary Schwark if you would like two free tickets to attend the Dearborn event.

Membership Corner
Bev Hydo
During the October meeting, we had 30 members renew their membership. Since that time, an additional 10 members
have renewed by mail. Thank you for your timely renewal🌷🌷. You have made my job easier. The renewal form
will be at the end of the newsletter again this month for your convenience. Just remember to bring your check (or
cash) to pay at the November meeting.

We also welcomed 6 guests as well as new member Kelly Sprague to our group. Kelly and her husband Steve shared
their garden with us on this year’s garden walk, and we are happy that she decided to join our group as well.
As always, please let me know of any changes to your contact information; new phone number or email address come
to mind. Good communication is important for our club. If you have trouble getting your newsletter by email, please
check that we have your current email address. Second, do some troubleshooting by checking your spam or junk file.
Pat Guibord found hers in a “bulk email” file (who knew!) Onita Fitz sends out the email newsletter around the first
days of the month. Finally, know that Jeanne Bolcer posts all newsletters to our website: www.troygardenclubMI.com.

TGC member Pat Guibord took this picture of her lovely blooming Queen of the night.
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Monthly Programing
Koto Drives Ford
Patrick Hardy

Many of us have visited Ford House over the years and may have asked ourselves “How did this come to be?” Karl
Koto, Ford House Landscape Director, and our October speaker, enlightened us on this cloudy October afternoon with
wit and insider knowledge. From the original grounds design by Jens Jensen to the current restoration of the pool and
lagoon, Karl took us on a journey into the lives of one of the first families of Michigan and what it takes today to keep
that legacy alive. The grounds are open six days a week and you can experience a Ford Christmas from November
through the end of December. We also met Moss, a very ‘chill’ border collie tasked with goose control at the estate
and a star in his own right. I was only slightly offended that he ignored me and made a beeline for President Linda
Forrester. Not just once, but twice! I attribute that to his Canadian upbringing.
BUT ON TO NOVEMBER! Want to spice up your garden? Sue Grubba, a Club favorite, will regale us with Drama
in the Garden. From lighting to garden art, Sue will guide us through the seasons on supplementing our plantings to
create something spectacular. If you’ve ever wondered where to place that concrete rabbit for ultimate impact you
won’t want to miss this presentation!

Herb Study
Kay Betke
In October, our group cleaned up the herb garden at Troy Historic Village. It was a busy day at the Village, visiting
were busloads of children dressed in early American costumes. It was delightful to watch them go into the historic
school building carrying their little lunch baskets. We left herb cuttings at the log cabin for the staff, so they could
explain the use of them to the children.
After gardening, we assembled at Judy Cornellier’s home to learn how to make herbal vinegars. If anyone is interested
in making herbal vinegars, please contact Judy for a complete instruction sheet. We all made 2 small jars of herb
vinegars and enjoyed a wonderful pot-luck lunch of soups, salads and dessert. We will not be meeting in November or
December.
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The 2022 Peace Planting Project of the WNF&GA, Inc. was designed by Judi Milidrag, Jackie Wilson and Judy Cornellier. Thanks
to all the workers, the entrance at the Troy Public Library looks beautiful. Pictured above are Judi Milidrag, Judy Cornellier,
Karen Gray, Patrick Hardy, Karol Carter, Dave Becker and Bev Hydo, not pictured in this two day project are Jackie Wilson, Pat
Guibord, and Judy Francis. All the help was greatly appreciated!

Peace Garden Installation at the Troy Public Library
Judi Milidrag
Many of our club members may be unaware that an anonymous donation was made to the Woman’s National Farm &
Garden Association, Inc. (WNF&GA) earlier this year, which resulted in $6400 being split between 32 branches—
specifically to be used for a “peace planting project.” We have since become aware that this donation to WNF&GA
was made by our own Mary Schwark and her husband, Bill; and I would like to thank Mary and Bill on behalf of our
entire club for this generous donation! At a TGC board meeting in the spring, it was decided to use our own allotment
of $200 for a Peace Garden installation at the Troy Public Library (TPL). As most of you know, our club has already
planted and maintains a raised-bed garden at the TPL, and this new installation would be in the low 10’x11’ garden plot
at the immediate front entrance. A successful meeting between our 3-person garden project steering committee and
TPL reps on September 12th resulted in a finalized plan in early October. At this time, I am pleased to report that a
small, but much appreciated, group of members answered a call for help and showed up at the Library on October 5th
and 6th to install a butterfly bush, a spreading evergreen at its base, eight boxwoods and 50 daffodil bulbs—after much
measuring, digging and amending of soil. Our original $200 donation was used as “seed money” to get our peacethemed garden started; and a couple of anonymous donors added to the fund to allow for the purchase of all of the
plantings mentioned plus additional enhancements to be incorporated in the Spring-Summer 2023. Thank you to all
who were involved! I would like to invite all club members to check out the beautiful result of our efforts at the TPL
front entrance before the snow falls, and/or in the spring when all of our gardens again come alive!
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Preparation and installation of the TPL Peace Garden on Oct 5-6, 2022. The TGC team shared their plants, moved boulders,
prepared the soil, planted and joyfully worked hard to transform the TPL space. Photos by Judi Milidrag and Karol Carter

Jackie Wilson & Pat Guibord
Judy Cornellier

Dave Becker, Karol Carter & Judy Francis

Bev Hydo & Dave Becker

Karol Carter and Judy Francis

Judy Francis, Karol Carter, Karen Gray and,
Dave Becker

Bev Hydo, Karol Carter, & Judy
Francis

Photos by Karol Carter & Judi Milidrag
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Judy Francis, Patrick Hardy & Karol
Carter, and Judy Cornellier

Trick or Treat at the Troy “Pre” Historic Village
Photos by Karol Carter

Debe Hancock, Jennifer Goldstein &
Ann Britton, with the creative puppet
and pop-up dinosaurs created by Debe.

Linda Forrester, Debe Hancock &
Jennifer Goldstein bringing out
their inner cave woman.

Barb Lepri, Pat Dodge & Debe
Hancock ready to hand out
Halloween treats with baby dino.

Thanks to a Keep Michigan Beautiful
Grant the Memorial Garden at The
Troy Historic Village was created by
Linda Forrester. The plants were
selected for their specific meaning,
including faith, love, hope, patriotism
and mourning.
Photo by Linda Forrester

November Calendar
Judi Milidrag
Nov 2

9:30 am

Garden Maintenance at the Troy Historic Village (All members invited and needed.)

Nov 2

11:00 am

Nov 9

12 Noon

TGC Donations Meeting at Troy Historic Village Church. Any member may submit
worthy recipients and their input is welcome.
.
General Meeting at Big Beaver Methodist Church. Speaker, Sue Grubba, Creative Scapes,
will present on “Drama in the Garden”.

Nov 21

11:00 am

Board Meeting at Niles-Barnard House at Troy Historic Village

Nov 23

Deadline for the November newsletter, due to Pat Dodge at panndodge@aol.com

Nov 24

This Thanksgiving Day, we are thankful for all our members and their contributions that make our
Troy Garden Club great.
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Troy Garden Club Membership Application
The Troy Garden Club (TGC) is part of the Michigan Division
of the Woman’s National Farm and Garden Association
Please Print Clearly *
*Returning members, indicate changes only

Name:_________________________________________ Spouse Name:_______________________________
Address:_______________________________________ City:________________________Zip:____________
Email:_______________________________________________________BD (month/day):_______________
(print very clearly)

Cell Phone:__________________________

____ Home Phone:_____________________________________

Are you a Master Gardener?_______ Date:_____________ Advanced MG?______ Date: _________

Your emergency contact information is for TGC officers only. It will not be published in the directory.

Your emergency contact:______________________________ Phone: _______________________
Relationship:______________________________________________________________________
Members consent to the use of photographic representation in club publications
REQUIREMENTS OF ACTIVE MEMBERS
Participate in the annual garden walk. Participation includes garden docent, providing refreshments as needed,
or working the plant sale or other garden walk activities for the club at Troy Historic Village.
Participate in monthly meetings by providing finger foods, salads or desserts or a flower centerpiece for at least
2 meetings, plus December, per calendar year.
Volunteer at THV gardens at least one official gardening day per calendar year.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Make your $25.00 membership check payable to the “Troy Garden Club”.
Mail your completed form and payment to
Troy Garden Club, 2844 Livernois #833, Troy, MI 48099-833.
OR
Turn in this completed form and your payment in person at a TGC meeting.
Members renewing after the NOVEMBER meeting, please add $10.00 late fee.

For the Treasurer use only: Dues paid $_____________ Date___________ Cash _____ or Check#_________
_______________________
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